SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE — AUGUST 2025

Sunday 24" August — Tenth Sunday after Trinity

9.00am Holy Communion Adstone
9.30am Matins Maidford
10.30am Holy Communion Blakesley

*rxxxx* SERVICE AT LITCHBOROUGH CANCELLED * * *****
6.00pm Compline Farthingstone

Sunday 315t August — Eleventh Sunday after Trinity

10.00am Benefice Service Litchborough

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

The next ‘Open the Bible’ meeting will be held on
Tuesday 9" September,
2-3pm at Litchborough Village Hall
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St Peter & St Paul, Maidford; St Mary’s, Blakesley cum Woodend;
and St Mary the Virgin, Farthingstone
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Sunday 17t" August 2025
Ninth Sunday after Trinity

BENEFICE CONTACTS

Rector: Reverend Sue Stanley
Tel: 01327 341307 Email: stanley.thehole@btinternet.com

David Cockshott (Reader) Tel: 01327 860119, djcgac@gmail.com
Sandy Aked-Walker (Safeguarding) Tel: 01327 830077,
dg2010@btinternet.com
Sarah Rudkin (Benefice Admin & Treasurer) Tel: 01327 830965,
srudkin@rudkindesign.co.uk

For all Benefice Contacts, please see www.lambfold.org.uk

Services in the Benefice today:

9.00am Holy Communion Maidford
10.30am Holy Communion Litchborough
10.30am Music & Meditation Blakesley
6.00pm Compline Adstone

We have been asked to remember the following
in our prayers:

David Aked-Walker, Katie Hakin, Carole Harrington,
Diane Jones, Philip Le Roux, Sylvia Reynolds,
James Wagstaffe and Chris Wright




Collect and Readings
Collect

Almighty God,

who sent your Holy Spirit

to be the life and light of your Church:

open our hearts to the riches of your grace,
that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit
in love and joy and peace;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Hebrews 11. 29 — 12.2

11 2 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land,
but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 3 By faith the
walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. *' By faith
Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient,
because she had received the spies in peace.

32 And what more should | say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon,
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— * who
through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises,
shut the mouths of lions, ** quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the
sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign
armies to flight. 3 Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were
tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better

resurrection. 3¢ Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and
imprisonment. ¥ They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they
were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats,
destitute, persecuted, tormented— 38 of whom the world was not worthy.
They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the
ground.

¥ Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive
what was promised, 4’ since God had provided something better so that they
would not, without us, be made perfect.

12 " Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us
run with perseverance the race that is set before us, ?looking to Jesus the

pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat
at the right hand of the throne of God.

Luke 12:49-56

491 came to bring fire to the earth, and how | wish it were already kindled! *° |

have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress | am under until it
is completed! *' Do you think that | have come to bring peace to the earth?
No, | tell you, but rather division! 52 From now on, five in one household will
be divided, three against two and two against three; * they will be divided:
father against son

and son against father,
mother against daughter

and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law

and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.’
% He also said to the crowds, ‘When you see a cloud rising in the west, you
immediately say, “It is going to rain”; and so it happens. > And when you see
the south wind blowing, you say, “There will be scorching heat”; and it
happens. *¢ You
hypocrites! You know
how to interpret the
appearance of earth and
sky, but why do you not
know how to interpret the 17/ the earth
present time? '\ =

Leading Your Church into Growth

God of Mission,
who alone brings growth to your Church,
send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning, wisdom to our
actions, joy to our worship and power to our witness.
Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you,
and in service to our local community,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



